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HITMAN HARLEY RAGE- 
MISSION: GET MASCARAS 
OUT OF THE WWE! 
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By Peter King 


EVER HAD AN arena felt 
so empty. The monstrous 
Memphis Auditorium was filled 
only with empty seats. In the 


myself were the only ones in 
attendance. Oh yes, there were 
two other people present— 
Terry Funk and Jerry Lawler. 


center was a wrestling ring, Funk and Lawler were 
looking lonely in the vast | meeting in perhaps the 
emptiness. strangest wrestling match in 

There were less than 10 |history. It was а special 


challenge bout, and because no 
one knew where or when the 
match would be held, tickets 


people in the entire building. A 
television camera crew, a still 
photographer, a ring an- 


nouncer, PWI’s Bill Apter, and | couldn't be sold. In a day when 








The war between Terry Funk and Jerry Lawler, one that has raged for many 
years, is hotter than ever now. Lawler and Funk grappled in the emptiness of 
the Memphis Auditorium in front of less than 10 people. 
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many athletes are only 
concerned with gate receipts 
and salaries, Funk and Lawler 
couldn't care less about money. 
What each man wanted was 
revenge. 

When the two wrestled, it 
was like watching animals in a 
laboratory. Without any shouts 
of encouragement from fans, 
the match seemed more like a 
quiet scientific experiment than 
a sporting event. But if the 
amount of noise from the 
stands was less, the volume of 
sound coming from the ring was 
louder than I had ever heard it. 


Jerry Lawler, the "King of Memphis," 
says that contrary to what Funk has 
been saying, Jerry has never been 
hesitant to battle him. 

Punches and kicks rever- 
berated through the empty 
arena like echoes in a canyon. 
The screams of pain from both 


men were so loud, I wondered | 


how either could survive. I had 
never realized just how brutal 
this sport of wrestling can be 
The match ended when Funk 
was hit in the head by the 
ringstairs, which Lawler later 
hurled at him from outside the 
ring. Funk was screaming, 
“Stop the match, my eye, I’m 
going blind!" The ring 
Continued on page 53) 


























































Sgt. Slaughter applies the cobra clutch on Pat Patterson. Slaughter's offer of 
$5,000 to any man who can break the hold still stands. Of course, Patterson 
claims he has already broken the hold on TV. 


















Jacques Goulet is led into the ring by his manager, Sir Oliver Humperdink. 
Goulet won the Southern title from Sweet Brown Sugar with the aid of an 
illegal, blinding substance. 










RINGSIDE 





With Bill Apter 


HE OFFER HAS stood for 

several months now and still 
no wrestler has been able to collect 
the $5,000 Sgt. Slaughter promised 
to the man who could break his 
deadly cobra clutch. "All these 
privates in the WWF said they 





could break the hold," says 
Slaughter laughing. “Мо one has 
even come close (though Pat 


Patterson might disput that claim). 
If I was paid five grand for every 
private bum that couldn't get out 
of the cobra, l'd be a multi- 
millionaire." 

Rick Steamboat is now after two 
titles: the Mid-Atlantic champion- 
ship he recently dropped to Ivan 
Koloff and the United States 
championship held by Roddy 
Piper. Which title would he value 
most? "That's hard to say," Rick 
says. "I'd like them both. But I 
would settle for the Mid-Atlantic 
belt, just to get back at Koloff," 

With a little bit of help from his 
manager, Sir Oliver Humperdink, 
Sgt. Jacques Goulet has captured 
the Southern title from Sweet 
Brown Sugar. Sugar, un- 
fortunately, may have lost more 
than just the title. Goulet threw a 
packet of medicated powder into 
the masked man's eyes, causing 
damage that is hoped to be 
temporary. While many 
eyewitnesses saw Humperdink slip 
Goulet the packet, Humperdink is 
claiming that Sugar actually 
brought the packet into the ring 
himself. As we all know, 
Humperdink is not in the habit of 
telling the truth—are you Humpy? 

(Continued on page 62) 
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ARRY WINDHAM HAS 

been done a grave disservice 
Unfortunately, lying in a hospital 
bed, he is in no position to 
complain. Not that his feelings 
matter any. The NWA has made its 
decision, and trying to change that 
is like tryingto win the Indy 500 ina 
Toyota. It can't be done. 

Barry Windham held the 
Florida championship for just 
under three months. He did not 
lose the title in the ring; he lost it in 
that hospital bed. 

"What can I say? Windham 
asked. "The NWA does what it 
feels is right." 

Barry is a great sport, but he is 
being taken advantage of—and he 
knows it. Healso knows that at this 
early stage of his career, he could 
do himself a great deal of damage 
by speaking out against what's 
happening to him. He would 
eventually like another chance to 
wrestle for the NWA title and he 
doesn't want to jeopardize that 
opportunity by making waves now. 

The fact of the matter is that if 
NWA champion Harley Race was 
laid up with an injury, the Alliance 
would never consider stripping 
him of his title. This opinion is 
backed up by a ranking NWA 
Official, who demanded his name 
not be revealed 

“You are absolutely right," he 
said. "The NWA would not strip 
Harley Race of his title. And it's 
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By Stu Saks 


Barry Windham had his Florida championship taken from him after his 
disabling automobile accident. Stu Saks feels that the NWA is taking 
advantage of Windham and would not have stripped the title from a veteran 
rulebreaker under the same circumstances. 


not because he is NWA champion 
It's because he is Harley' Race. If 
Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA title, 
we would not strip him. If the 
Mongolian Stomper was 
champion, he would not be 
stripped. But if Barry Windham 
was NWA champion, he would 
have the belt taken away if he could 
not defend it for any length of time." 

Without coming right out and 
saying it, the official was makinga 


very distressing point. The NWA 
favors its veteran wrestlers. Or, 
even more distressing, it is 
intimidated by them 
Before his unfortunate accident, 
Windham was scheduled to defend 
the Florida championship against 
Dory Funk Jr. When Barry 
informed the NWA that he would 
be unable to make that defense, the 
NWA told him that it would have 
(Continued on page 64) 





OT MANY OF us can say we 

do something better than 
anyone else in the world. I feel 
I'm å pretty damn good wrestling 
writer, but I'm not the best; that 
title belongs to the guy two 
desks down with the bloodshot 


BY STEVEN FARHOOD 


SIGNMEN 





Though not blessed with normal height, Sky Low Low is a big man. He is big in 
determination, he is big in courage, and most of all, he is big in heart. Steve 
Farhood salutes one of the greatest athletes of our time. 


eyes and the breath that travels 
across three zip codes. 

Some people are the best at 
trivial things: fixing a typewriter 
ribbon, making paper airplanes, 
whistling for taxicabs. Maybe 
these things aren't too 





impressive, and they certainly 
won't make anybody million- 
aires, but there is an undeniable 
pride in knowing you're 
number one 

In Montreal, | spent some time 
with someone who is un- 
questionably the best at what he 
does: Sky Low Low, the greatest 
midget wrestler in the history of 
the sport. Sky has seen it all ina 
long, wonderful career. He has 
been a champion and he has 
been a failure. He has been a 
rulebreaker and a scientific star. 
He has been treated like a hero 
and has been ridiculed by 
insensitive fans because of his 
unfortunate handicap. The man 
is a battler. And after a brief 
retirement, he has decided to 
come back. 

"Wrestling is my life," Sky 
said while we were enjoying a 
beer at Thursday's, a popular 
watering hole. "A long, long 
time ago, when | was a young 
man without direction, 
wrestling gave me a reason to go 
on, an identity. Since | stopped, 
I've felt sort of lost. | have 
enough money to live 
comfortably, so I'm not going 
back for that. It’s just the thrill of 
climbing through those ropes, 
the thrill of defeating an 
opponent, the thrill of . . . victory.” 

For Sky, aM too often his 
successes in the ring were 
necessary to erase the 
embarrassmant and humiliation 
he constantly encountered in 
public life. 

(Continued on page 66) 
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anyone else in the world. I feel 
I'm à pretty damn good wrestling 
writer, but I'm not the best; that 
title belongs to the guy two 
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eyes and the breath that travels 
across three zip codes 

Some people are the best at 
trivial things: fixing a typewriter 
ribbon, making paper airplanes, 
whistling for taxicabs. Maybe 
these things aren't too 


impressive, and they certainly 
won't make anybody million- 
aires, but there is an undeniable 
pride in knowing you're 
number one. 

In Montreal, | spent some time 
with someone who is un- 
questionably the best at what he 
does: Sky Low Low, the greatest 
midget wrestler in the history of 
the sport. Sky has seen it all іп а 
long, wonderful career. He has 
been a champion and he has 
been a failure. He has been a 
rulebreaker and a scientific star. 
He has been treated like a hero 
and has been ridiculed by 
insensitive fans because of his 
unfortunate handicap. The man 
is a battler. And after a brief 
retirement, he has decided to 
come back. 

"Wrestling is my life," Sky 
said while we were enjoying a 
beer at Thursday's, a popular 
watering hole. "A long, long 
time ago, when | was a young 
man without direction, 
wrestling gave me a reason to go 
on, an identity. Since | stopped, 
I've felt sort of lost. | have 
enough money to live 
comfortably, so I'm not going 
back for that. It's just the thrill of 
climbing through those ropes, 
the thrill of defeating an 
opponent, the thrill of . . . victory.” 

For Sky, all too often his 
successes in the ring were 
necessary to erase the 
embarrassmant and humiliation 
he constantly encountered in 
public life. 

(Continued on page 66) 
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By Gary Morgenstein 








MIL MASCARAS 
BACK IN WWF! 

Now WWF wrestling fans 
have that rarest of oppor- 
tunities. So many sports fans 
must learn and understand 
legends through tales of 
others. They must read books 
or watch films or see pictures 
of those men back when they 
were great. Now WWF fans can 
observe a legend first-hand 
Mil Mascaras is surely one of 
the top three or four wrestlers 
who ever lived. His aerial 
maneuvers are simply 
stunning. His grace under 
pressure is simply amazing 
And his masks are, well, his 





MASCARAS VS. 
MOONDOG KING 
masks must be seen to be 
believed. |, for one, welcome 
Mil back to the WWF and hope 
he makes short order of some 
of. the big-mouthed punks in 
this territory. 





THE VON RASCHKE- 

BLACKWELL WARS 
Baron Von Raschke and 
Crusher Blackwell are involved 
in a brutal feud in the AWA. 
And this is why: Blackwell and 
John Studd mercilessly 
attacked Mad Dog Vachon, 
resulting in his hospitalization. 
Von Raschke, an old comrade 
of Vachon's, learned of this 
attack and vowed vengeance 
Now Von Raschke is chasing 
Blackwell throughout the 
AWA, seeking bloody revenge 
I have to admit I'm on the 
Baron's side. | don't like that 
Blackwell, and it's about time 

someone taught him a lesson. 





DOG RUNS WILD 
IN GEORGIA 


I always liked and respected 
Junkyard Dog. As far as l'm 
concerned, here's a guy with 
enormous physical and 








JUNKYARD DOG VS. FREEBIRD GORDY 


emotional courage. All fans are 
by now familiar with Dog's 
incredible courage in over- 
coming blindness when he 
wrestled in Louisiana. Now 
Dog has involved himself in a 
bitter feud with The Fabulous 


Freebirds in Georgia. Along 
with Ted DiBiase and Robert 
Fuller, Dog has been devoting 
himself almost exclusively to 
tag team competition. | say to 
the Dog, work more on your 
individual action. l've always 
believed that Junkyard Dog has 
the makings of a world 
champion. He has that rare 
capacity to transcend mere 
wrestling to be something 
more. Only if Dog gets out of 
tag team wrestling and into 
individual wrestling can he 
ever hope to realize those 
limitless ambitions. Hopefully 
Dog takes this advice and goes 
full-steam ahead toward the 
world title. Look out, Harley Race. 

(Continued on page 58) 
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If you wish to contribute to Shocket's mailbag, send your letters to: 


Rockville.Centre, N.Y. 


EFORE BEGINNING THIS 


month's column, I would 


TOP ROPE 
Box 48 


11571 






= 


"Wildfire" Rich will take him on. 
Ted DiBise should be proud 


like to announce a new fan club. that he has true friends and fans. 


Some months ago I instituted 
"Morons for Steamboat," an 
organization of people who 
persisted in writing their 
worship of Steamboat's 
mediocrity. Today, we add to 
this a new club: "Cretins for 
Rich." Anyone writing to me 
about this confused clown can 
be assured his letter will 
immediately be thrown out. So 
you can save your 18€. You'll 
need all your pennies to hire a 
keeper to tie your shoelaces. 
Now, on to this month's letters. 


Dear Sir: 

I have been a wrestling fan for 
many years, and | have seen 
many bloody battles. However, 
the one | saw in Georgia with 
Ted DiBiase vs. The Freebirds 
was the worst act of brutality I 
have ever seen. 

The Freebirds should have 
their wrestling licenses taken 
away. | hope they all get 
whippings. And as for this 
Michael Hayes character, if he's 
so tough, why doesn't he get 
into the ring? I'm sure Tommy 
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He'll always be a champion 
to me 
RHONDA GAMBLE 
Houston, TX 
Dear Madam: 

Wrestling is a business, not 
only a sport. The "Freebirds" 
know this and act accordingly. 
Ted DiBiase, his friends and his 
fans are like wormslime, not 





Ted DiBiase is a champion in 
Rhonda Gamble's eves? I think she'd 
better start wearing glasses. 






people who truly understand 
what wrestling is all about. That 
Ted DiBiase is a champion in 
your eyes means as little as 
your evaluation of Tommy Rich. 


Dear Mr. Shocket, 

All right, Backlund will get 
beaten. You will go bragging 
about it, but before you do why 
don't you give him the credit he 
deserves? He has beaten all the 
top contenders such as both 
Samoans, George Steele, 
Swede Hanson, Ken Patera, 
and many others. Give 
Backlund some support rather 
than urging him on to defeat. 

ALEXANDER MUECK 
Massapequa, NY 
Dear Mr. Mueck, 

I always give Bob Backlund 
the credit he deserves. I also 
acknowledge that Backlund 
couldn't wrestle his way out of a 
paper bag with the help of the 
referees and commissioners, 
men who find it necessary to 
have a champion who is 
constantly being squashed 
under their thumbs. Backlund 
was, is, and always will be, a 
disgrace to professional 
athletics. 











Dear Dan, 

You're always wrong! There 
is no way in the world that a 
flipped-out person like Terry 
Funk can stop Dusty Rhodes 
from being a champion. No, 
Dusty doesn't hold a title belt 
now, but deep down in his heart 
he is a true champion. So stop 
taking up for the bad guys, 
you jerk!!! 

GREG CAILLOUET 
Kaplan, LA 
Dear Greg, 

It amazes me that anything 
has penetrated through Dusty's 
fat to get to his heart. The facts 
show that Terry Funk indeed 
got the title away from Dusty 
Rhodes by setting him up for 
Harley Race. The record also 
shows that Dusty was unable to 
get back the title even though 
he was given more chances 
than any other wrestler in 
history. Dusty will always have 
fame and his fans. He will not 
have a history of a title reign ora 
place in the record books. 


Dear Mr. Shocket, 

You always put down the 
good guys. What do you have to 
say about Harley Race? 

When was the last time he 





Harley Race is a true champion 
because he knows the price he has to 
pay to win. If it means blood, Harley is 
still willing to pay the price. 

pinned a guy in a title match? 
When he lost the title to Dusty 
Rhodes, right before the match, 































If Greg Callillouet claims Dusty Rhodes isa champion “deep down in his heart," 
how does he explain Blubberboy hitting a defenseless Terry Funk with a piece 


of hard wood? Some champion. 
he paid Terry Funk to break 
Dusty's arm. 

Or, when he was supposed to 
wrestle Tommy "Wildfire" Rich, 
he paid Austin Idol to wrestle 
Rich first. Rich won the TV title, 


but he also got put into 
the hospital. 
When Race doesn't hire 


someone, he gets disqualified. I 
think if a champion gets 
disqualified, he should lose 
his belt. 
DAMON DAVIE 
Cape Girardeau, MO 
Dear Mr. Davie, 

What you think is not going to 
affect title matches one way or 
another. Harley Race does what 
he must to remain champion. In 
this, he is incredibly successful. I 
am sure that if the rules are 
changed, a scientific champion 
could lose his belt by 
disqualification. Harley Race 
would not be disqualified. It is 
the mark of a superb 
professional that he does what 


he must to win. Harley Race is 
not looking for glory, but 
for success. 
Dear Dunce, 

| think you are really stupid. 
What | mean is the way you say 
Ric Flair is better as a 
rulebreaker. | disagree. I know 
Ric has more fans since he 
became a good guy. You dumb 
jackass. I think you are jealous 
of Ric Flair. 

STEVE CLEVENGER 
Greenback, TN 
To the person reading this 
to Steve: 

A man's success and how 
many fans he has are two 
different things. Any clumsy 
oaf can play to the fans and win 
Cheers. At one time Flair's 
greatness was indisputable. 
Today, by kowtowing to the 
fans, he has deserted his ability 
and his destiny. But don't let 
that bother you, Steve, it is 
always easier to hurl stupid 
insults than think. О 
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Every month, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an 

incisive press conference with 

a top wrestling star. 

The questions will be demanding. 
And the answers will reveal 

the innermost thoughts of 

the giants of the sport 


(Perhaps no other man in all 
of wrestling evokes the 
contempt that Sir Oliver 
Humperdink generates, And 
surely no man enjoys the 
controversy like Sir Oliver 
Humperdink does. Already, 
Humperdink has alienated 
every scientific wrestler in 
Florida with his back-stabbing 
tactics. And Humperdink has 
also rebuilt a formidable family 
since returning to the rule- 
breaking ways. Managing 
Editor Bill Apter, and Associate 
Editors Steve Farhood and Stu 
Saks join Humperdink in this 
issue's edition of ''Press 
Conference.") 

















"Rhodes is very naive. He thought I wanted to 
be his friend. Why would I want to associate with someone 
like him? I can't rely оп a coward to protect me.'' 





BILL APTER: Oliver, you've... 
SIR OLIVER HUMPERDINK: 
Demonstrate proper respect, 
swine. You call me Sir. 

APTER: Well, Sir, I thought 
we'd be a little less formal, 


SO .. 

HUMPERDINK: So what? So 
you can chop me up in print and 
misquote me? So you can make 
me out to be a villain? 

STEVE FARHOOD: Do you 
think the press is responsible for 
yoür public image, or is it your 
own actions? 
HUMPERDINK: I did what 
was best for me and best for my 
family. You think I was gonna 
kow-tow to that fat slob 
Rhodes? He wanted to use me, 
to get all my brains, pick out my 
intelligence. I showed him. He's 


just a laugh, a big fat joker who 
can't even find a belt big enough 
to close his size 54 pants. 

STU SAKS: Yet you did turn 
on him. 

HUMPERDINK: Did not, did 
not. That simply demonstrates 
your own prejudices. If 
anything, he turned on me. He 
subjected me to brutal excesses. 
I only protected myself. It's not 
my fault he's a fool. 

APTER: How so? 
HUMPERDINK: Rhodes is 
very naive. He thought I wanted 
to be his friend. Why would I 
want to associate with someone 
like him? I can't learn anything 
or gain anything. I can't rely on 
a coward to protect me. 
FARHOOD: Now hold it, 
Humperdink. I don't think it's 





fair to call Rhodes a coward. 
HUMPERDINK: You ever 
watch him wrestle? 
FARHOOD: On 
Occasions. 
HUMPERDINK: Don't you 
see how he takes his blubber on 
a dead run outta the ring as soon 
as trouble gets going? 
FARHOOD: No, I think 
Rhodes is very courageous in 
the ring. 
HUMPERDINK: Maybe if 
your magazine hired people 
who knew something about 
wrestling I wouldn't have to sit 
here and listen to such idiotic 
remarks. Rhodes hasn't an 
ounce of guts in his 800-pound 
body. 
SAKS: Then who do you think 
(Continued on page 56) 
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ARE THE 


ANDERSON BROTHERS 
BEING FORCED 
TO REUNITE? 


S IT ACCURATE to say 

that the reunion of Gene 
and Ole Anderson as a 
dangerous tag team force 
was entirely through their 
own making? 

“You bet it was,” snarled 
Gene Anderson. 

Or might there be more to | 
this story than the simple | 
reuniting of two brothers? 

"I shouldn't be coming to 
the press, I know ії,” ѕаіаап | 
attractive young brunette as | 
she edgily sat before Editor- | 
in-Chief Peter King's desk. 
She'd called earlier in the | 
day with, whatshedescribed | 
as "explosive news con- | 
cerning the Anderson | 
Brothers tag team.” Now she 
sat, as she had for several 
hours, relating and retelling 
a tale so short, yet so 
stunning in its implications 
that the entire staff gathered 
in disbelief. 

"I was sitting in a nice 
little restaurant in Charlotte, 

i North Carolina,” said the 
The Anderson Brothers wisely took on the toughest competitors in the area woman, who demanded to 
before challenging Paul Jones and Masked Superstar for the NWA tag team remain nameless. “I was 


+ championship. And they don't come any tougher than Dusty Rhodes and Andre SPAR 
the Giant, as Gene Anderson is finding out. down. there visiting my 











They are together again. Gene and Ole Anderson, a truly 
maniacal tag team made even more formidable by their 
brotherly knowledge of each other's every ring move. Yet they | 
were not reunited merely out of sibling love. Rather, the | 
tempting offer of a secret weapon to destroy Paul Jones and 
Masked Superstar drove them to revive their dastardly tag team 
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PHOTOS BY BRAD McFARLIN 


sister. Well, I've been a big 
wrestling fan for much of my 
life and when I saw Gene and 
Ole Anderson walk in, I 
nearly died from excitement. 

“I was going to go over and 
talk to them, but they seemed 
very absorbed, kind of 
distracted. Then, as I was 
still deliberating what to do, 
go over or not, this funny- 
looking guy walked in and 
sat down with them. 

"It was kinda strange the 
way they reacted to him. 
Instead of warmly greeting 
the guy, they just nodded, 
grunted, and looked around 
nervously." 

At this point, the woman 
grew nervous. 

"Ijust wanted to hear what 
they were saying. Now I'm 
not the type to eavesdrop, 
mind you, not at all. But I did 
hear a bit of what they were 
saying," the woman paused, 

(Continued on page 52) 


Rhodes keeps an eve on the ropes, making sure Ole Anderson cannot get close 
enough to force a break of his headlock (above). Dusty cocks his right fist as he 
and Gene exchange blows in mid-ring (below). 











T BEGAN WITH a phone 

call. 

Harley Race called Captain Lou 
Albano the moment he came into 
the WWF to wrestle Bob Backlund 
at Madison Square Garden several 
months ago. For a long time, Race 
and Albano have respected each 
other, from a distance. 

*| got a call from Lou. He had 
some advice about whippin’ 
Howdy Doody. We had a real fine 
talk, mentionin' a lot of things and 
some clues on how to demolish 
Backlund," recalled Race. 

Albano is not one to freely 
dispense advice. There was a price 
attached to the advice given Race 
A price the NWA champion 
willingly accepted. 

And now the payoff. 

"I don't know what you're talkin’ 
about," said Race. 


But the payoff took place a long 
way from New York. Or Florida. 
Or even America. 

Harley Race's mission was quite 
simple. He had to destroy Mil 
Mascaras before the great masked 
man could make it to the WWF. 

Obviously, Race vehemenly 
denied the charges. So did Albano. 
But what makes-this conspiracy 
even more frightening is the 
involvement of Grand Wizard and 
Fred Blassie. Again, they denied 
any actual plot, but both did admit 
meeting with Race when he was in 
New York. 

"Sure, I met Harley, he's a great 
man, a great champion, a fine 
human being," said Blassie. "It was 
a privilege to meet and talk with 
him. What'd we talk about? None 
of your business." 

*Lou, Fred, and I had a wide- 
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ranging discussion with Mr. Harley 
Race," said Wizard. “We touched 
upon many matters, Mr. Robert 
Backlund and his illegal possession 
of the WWF title being one of 
those matters. As for this 
ridiculous idea you are trying to 
advance, an idea | personally 
consider libelous, I wil not 
consider any further discussions 
on the subject." 

Then howcan we be so sure tha 
Race is the hitman for the WWF 
rulebreaker managers? Easily. 
Race finally admitted it 

“I never hung up on you, we 
were disconnected," said Race. 
"Yeah, so | met with those guys. 
They're wonderful people, totally 
dedicated and committed to 
preserving the integrity of the 
game. They are determined to 
make wrestling clean again, freed 





HITMAN HARLEY RAGE - MISSION: 
GET MASCARAS OUT OF THE WWE! 


Race had more than the 
defense of his NWA title in 
mind when he wrestled 
Mascaras. 





PHOTOS BY KOICHI YOSHIZAWA 





At one point in the match, it looked as if Race was ina position to do Mascaras 
great harm. With the referee down, Race and Mascaras exchange punches 
(above left). Race seemingly got the best of Mascaras as the masked man 
slumped to the canvas. Mil, however, was playing possum. As Race climbs the 
turnbuckles, Mascaras gets to his feet, grabs Race (above center), and throws 
him to the mat (above right). 


Once again, the diabolical managerial fiends of the WWF—Lou 
Albano, Grand Wizard, and Fred Blassie—have their warty 


hands in yet another sinister conspiracy. This time, they hired 
NWA champion Harley Race as their hitman. The target? 
Mil Mascaras 


Not only did Mascaras repel Race’s 
disgraceful mission, but he almost 
captured his NWA title at the same 
time. The champion just manages to 
grab the ropes before Mil can 
complete his Boston crab. 


of the lice and vermin that infect 
the sport at this time. 

“No, I don't care, I'll discuss the 
subject, think I have anything to 
worry about? Yeah, just listen 
closely, okay, I don't want to 
be misquoted. 

"Albano and Wiz and Fred 
discussed getting rid of the one 
man we consider responsible for 
all the troubles in wrestling today. 
He is a lunatic, an evil man who 
hides behind a mask. His name is 
Mil Mascaras." Race chuckled 
fiendishly. 

"All four of us agreed that the 
WWF is in trouble enough with 
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Mascaras' leap from the top turnbuckle comes up just short as Race cleverly 
moves a step back (above). Race suplexes Mascaras outside the ring (right). 
Luckily for Mil, there is padding on the floor. 


crumbs like Backlund and Morales 
and Patterson and Sammartino 
lowering the quality of wrestling. 
The last thing any of us wanted to 
see was Mascaras going in there 
with his feeble, pathetic 
maneuvers and embarrassing all 
the hard-working wrestlers who 
take their sport seriously. 

“So we reached a deal. They 


gave us some inside info on Howdy 


Mascaras was not about to let Race 
interfere with his plans to wrestle in 
the WWF. Mil pressures Race's neck 
muscles (left) and goes to work on 
Harlev's left lea (below). 


Doody Backlund and I agreed to 
destroy Mascaras before he ever 
got to the WWF. Simple, isn't it?" 
Race asked. 

Mascaras learned about this 
intrigue just minutes before the 
match against Race in Japan. He 
took it fairly calmly, though anger 
did seethe beneath the mask. 

"I am not afraid," he said. “I 
almost feel sorry for men like that 
who must send others to do their 
dirty work. I have never been 
afraid of Race or anyone before. I 
will destroy Race and then those 
WWF managers had better watch 
out, because I'm after them next,” 
said Mascaras. 

Mascaras could not control his 
anger for long. Midway through 
the match, he flung Race over the 
top rope and implemented a flying 
bodypress on Race in the 
audience. For that, Mascaras was 
disqualified. Still, he was pleased 
afterwards, 

"Let the Blassies and Albanos 
and Wizards of the world beware," 
he warned. “Nothing nor anyone 
can stop Mil Mascaras. I hope, for 
their sake, they clear out of the 
WWF when I get there. If not, they 
will suffer the bloody fate of Mil 
Mascaras' vengeance." О 
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THEY ARE SAVING 


Every month, our reporters will compile wrestlers’ most revealing quotes. 
Often catching the grapplers with their guards down, our reporters will 
work endlessly in obtaining interesting quotes on a variety of subjects 


MANNY FERNANDEZ 






























“I think I showed the whole world my true colors and 
what Dick Slater is all about. I proved my courage. I showed that 
I can take it. I am a real wrestler, unlike Slater. He's a 
coward and he can't take any punishment. I hope all of Florida 
realizes that.” 


LOU ALDANO ECE EES 


"Who's better than the Captain? No one's better than 
Captain Lou Albano. I've accomplished everything I ever wanted 
to do in professional wrestling but I can't tell my secret 
plans, they're too much, they'll blow people away, they 
won't know how to take them, only wait, just wait and see, I'll 
do it and the whole planet will shake at my feet.” 


RAY STEM EMS NTEs EEE 


"It's good to be champion again, good to see Superstar 

and Jones, bums who don't belong in the same ring 

with me and Ivan, get their butts kicked around. I don't know 
why anyone's surprised. It was only a freak they won 

it the first time. But I'll help 'em'get work elsewhere so I don't 
have to smash their carcasses again.” 





MICHAEL HAYES 


“Oooh, that Ted DiBiase gets so angry with me. Why, 
Teddy boy, why do you get oh-so-angry? Is it because you know 
you can't wrestle? Is it ‘cause you know I'm better-lookin" 

than you? Maybe you should get plastic surgery, Teddy-boy.” 


(Continued on page 49) 










“WHY CAN'T 
I DEFEAT 
BARRY 
INDHAN.?'" 


PHOTOS BY JERRY PRATER 


Bory Funks Frustration: 


What bizarre psychological problem grips Dory Funk Jr.? 
Since losing his Florida heavyweight title to young Barry 
Windham, Funk has been unable to rid himself of nightmares. 
Not only during sleep is Funk tormented. For reasons he 
cannot explain, Funk is unable to defeat Windham 


(EDITOR'S NOTE: Shortly be- 
fore we went to press, Barry 
Windham was stripped of his 
Florida heavyweight champion- 
ship when injuries sustained in 
an automobile accident 
prevented him from defending 
his belt. The championship was 
awarded to the'man Windham 
was scheduled to make his next 
title defense against—Dory Funk 
Jr. See "Dressing Room 
Confidential” on page 10.) 





HE DREAM REMAINS the 
same for Dory Funk Jr. 

"| kinda start dozin', know 
what | mean, just lyin' there 
driftin’ into sleep,” recalls Funk. 
“At first, Рт gettin’ nice dreams, 
real pleasant stuff. Maybe I’m 
whippin’ some slothful creature 
like Dusty Rhodes. Yeah, this is 
one dream. I'm whippin' that 
slob Rhodes, pullin' all his fat 
outta his fat body. All of asudden 
his face kinda dims and dissolves 
so's he doesn't have a face at all. 

"Now that's pretty nice, if you 
can remember what his ugly 
kisser looks like," said Funk. 
"Then, his face comes into view. 
First I see the nose, then I see the 
eyes, then I see the mouth. But it 
ain't Dusty's face no more. No, 
it's Barry Windham's face. Then I 
look around this dream ring and 
there's about a hundred 
wrestlers who all look like 
Windham. And they're comin' 
for me. Before I know it, they're 
joined by Jack Brisco and there's 
"bout a hundred or thousand of 
them, I can't count anymore. 

"And they're all comin’ 
toward me. And | can't do 
nothin'. Know how in a dream, 
you sometimes just can't move? 
Well, I just can't move. I’m 
frozen and I'm hollerin' for them 
to stay back lest I bash their faces 
in but all I can do is holler and 
scream and then I'm sittin' up in 
bed, sweatin' like a pig." 

If this nightmare were merely 
confined to Dory Funk's 
subconscious, it wouldn't pose 











Barry Windham feels the pain in his shoulder as Dorv Funk Jr. increases the 


pressure on his armbar (above). Barry’s flying bulldog headlock (below) is a move 


that Funk, a Texan, knows t 








о respect. 


quite the problem it does for the 
former NWA champion. But this 
nightmare extends into real life 
for Funk. For some reason, this 
Texas brawler cannot defeat 
young Barry Windham. 

"Can't whip him and I don't 
know why," says Funk, shaking 
his head. 

Perhaps the reason can be 
gleaned from the January title 
match between then-Florida 
champion Funk and challenger 
Windham. Apparently Funk had 
Windham at his mercy and was 
about to pin the youngster. But 
Funk had Windham by the 
trunks, holding him down in an 
illegal pin. The referee didn't see 
it. At least until Jack Brisco raced 
into the ring and pointed it out 
to the referee. 

(Continued on page 54) 
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THE WAR 
WRES)! 


SUPE! 


They hate each other. These two muscul 
Hogan, will go to any lengths to prove t 
But is it only wrestling jealousy 
combat? Or is there another r 








HEY SIMPLY DON'T like 

each other. Let's amend that 
statement. They hate each other. 
Hate each other with every fiber of 
their muscular bodies. 

“Atl: Hulk Hogan laughed. 
"You call that guy a wrestler? I've 
seen guys on the beach who can 
wrestle better than Atlas. That boy 
can't hold a candle to a lotta people 
who are discriminated against 
"cause they don't bow and scrape to 
the fans." 

"Hulk Hogan's a loser," said 
Atlas. "He ain't done nothin' his big 
mouth said he would do. All he 
can do is shoot off his big mouth 
and make a lotta big mouthwaves 
"cause he knows he can't do nothin’ 
in the ring. A guy like Hoganain'ta 
rassler but an over-sized bum." 

This feud has been simmering 
for some time now. Unlike many 
feuds, where the protagonists find 
themselves embroiled in something 
they never intended, the Atlas- 
Hogan wars were inevitable, even 
before they ended up in the 
same area. 

Why? Because in some respects, 





























BETWEEN 
'LING'S 
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jr behemoths, Tony Atlas and Hulk 

jeir respective wrestling supremacy. 
hich propels both men into 
ason for their brutal feud? 

















they are quite similar. That remark 

| prompts angry denials. 

| "Ain't nothin" you can say in the 
whole world that would link me to 
Atlas," said Hogan. "Just 'cause I 
got a great body and that Atlas 
thinks he got a great body ain't no 
reason to say there's any 
similarities at all." 

For once, Atlas agrees with 
his foe. 

“Lotsa people look at us and all 
they can see is our physiques. They 
figure since Hogan's built himself up, 
and I'm Mr. USA and been winnin’ 

body-buildin' championships for a 
long time now, they think we got 
similar techniques or somethin'. 
"The truth of the matter is, 
Hogan uses his strength for evil 
while I use my strength for good 
Just look at the way we rassle. All 
Hogan can do is break the rules 
He only knows how to cheat, 
nothin' more than that. If he's so 
good, then how come he's gotta 
cheat? If he's so strong, how come 
he gotta cheat? If he's so talented, 
then how come he gotta cheat?" 
Atlas raises an age-old question 








Hulk Hogan wraps his powerful arms 
around Tony Atlas' waist, leaving the 
former Mr. USA gasping for air 
(right). Nobody in the arena is more 
shocked than Hulk Hogan with Atlas" 
display of strength (above). 

which has nagged professional 
wrestling from the beginning of 
time. And Hogan has a ready, self- 
serving answer. 

“I don't cheat,” Hogan said. 
“Not a bit. I don't have to cheat, 
not when I'm wrestlin' a punk like 
Atlas. What you see in the ring is 
me havin' to stoop to his level 
of wrestlin’ 

“You know, there's an old sayin’ 
in wrestlin' that you always rise to 
the level of your competition. You 
can be the single greatest wrestler 
who ever lived, which is me, and if 
you have to wrestle a bum like 
Atlas who can barely stretch out 
his arms 'cause he's so over- 
developed, then I ain't gonna look 
quite as good as I might. That's 
only "cause I'm wrestling a bum. 

“Gimme some real competition, 
which there probably ain't in this 
WWF, and you'll see the real Hulk 
Hogan. But I don't see anyone 
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capable of rising up to my level,” 
Hogan continued 

Yet the critical difference, and 
the fuel for their feud, rests in their 
different approaches to building 
their bodies. Hogan builds his 
superb physique through more 
floor exercises like pushups and 
lifting heavier weights, while Atlas 
pumps lighter weights in greater 
repetition to gain definition in his 
muscles 

"Hogan don't know the first 
thing "bout exercisin’,” thundered 
Atlas. "He thinks he can do 200 
pushups and that gives him 
strength. Well, my strength is more 
useful in the ringthan his strength." 

"Don't take much to keep 
pumpin’ those light weights.” said 
Hogan. "Naturally it don't, 'cause 
Tony Atlas does it." 

Perhaps the only method to 
settling this viglent feud is in the 
ring. Only there can the dissimilar 
styles and common contempt be 
settled. One match between the 
two is history. 

Both men eagerly await future 
battles. n 
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Rick 


Steamboat 
Reveals: 


Can this possibly be true? 
Rick Steamboat has shocked and | 
Stunned the entire wrestling world 
by this amazing admission. 
According to Steamboat, his good 
friend, Ric Flair, is contemplating 
turning bad again. The vast 
implications of Flalr's contem- 
plated move could undo all of 
professional wrestling 





RIC FLAIR 
WILL TURN 

















HE MATCH JUST ENDED. But 

for Ric Flair, perhaps Rick 
Steamboat, and maybe all of 
professional wrestling, the 
ordeal had just begun. 

Flair stormed into the locker 
room, overturning stools and 
flinging towels and glasses 
around the floor. For a while, all 
one could hear were his insane 
mutterings as he careened 
around the room like a man 
possesed. 

"I'm sick of this garbage, just 
sick and tired of this garbage," 


yélled Flair, slamming another 
locker. "They get all the breaks, 
you know, all the breaks. Look at 
what they get away with. The refs 
never stop "em. Oh, they can try 
and stop 'em, but it don't matter. 

"Let me do one little thing 
outta line, just one little thing, 
and they climb all over my 
back," screamed Flair. “1 can't 
breathe wrong without 
someone dumpin' on me and 
I'm sick and tired of it. 

"Maybe I was a lot better off 
before, before I tried to be nice, 


PHOTOS BY EDDIE CHESLOCK 


before I tried to treat people and 
everyone decently. Look what I 
get for my efforts now. All I get is 
garbage. We don't wrestle as 
aggressively as them, we don't 
get the breaks, | don't even think 
the fans give a damn about me 
anymore and I’m just fed up, 
hear, I'm just fed up.” 

Flair thundered into the 
shower, the bombardment of 
hot water silencing, for a 
moment, his rage. 

But the hot shower didn't 
quell Rick Steamboat's unease. 
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understand how the sport of wrestli 


the rules. He used to be one of those wrestlers, 


be one of them again. Aboi 


chokehold. Below: Roddy Piper pulls Ric's long blond hair. 
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For several months, the frustration has built from within Ric Flair. He cannot 





ing can cater to those who chose not to follow 
and if things keep up, he may soon 


Greg Valentine's headlock will soon turn into a 

















Throughout this eruption, 
Steamboat, Flair's partner that 
night against Roddy Piper and 
Greg Valentine, and perhaps 
Ric's best friend, stood off to the 
side, alarm etched on his 
handsome features. 

Steamboat made no attempt 
to calm Flair down. He made no 
attempt to do anything except 
stand off to the side and shake 
his head in distress. 

This explosion merely 
confirmed Steamboat’s very 
worst fears. 

"I think he’s gonna turn bad 
again,” said Steamboat later that 
night when all had left the arena. 
He sipped a beer, his eyes 
darting from the floor to the 
ceiling, never focusing for any 
length of time on his guest. 

“I've been worrying about 
him for a long time now,” said 
Steamboat in a soft, pained tone. 
"| was afraid to say anything 
before or even broach him 
about the topic until the other 
night. I could see something was 
disturbing his universal waves, 
that something interfered with 
his waves. 

"We had dinner and I asked 
him what was wrong. He 
wouldn't say. | insisted he tell 
me, that | could help. He just 
looked up and told me how 
frustrated he was getting. Again, 
I tried to pinpoint what he was 
talking about. Finally he just said 
he thought that maybe he made 
a mistake wrestling as a scientific 
wrestler instead of a rulebreaker. 

^| tried to again localize his 
anguish. It is very helpful to 
localize trouble so that it doesn't 
spread. But I could already see 
that Flair's unease had spread 
throughout his body. He already 
talked as if his scientific wrestling 
career were in the past. 

"| hoped it was just the 
moment, that Flair had yet to get 
over losing the U.S. title to Piper 
and still hadn't managed to deal 
with his inability to win the NWA 
title. But I could see that there 











Valentine and Flair have been involved in some of the ugliest battles ever 





witnessed in the Mid-Atlantic. Whenever they meet, the rulebook becomes 
meaningless. And that, Flair feels, favors his sadistic oppponent. 


was no way I 
his anger. 

"He is very frustrated. He is 
very angry that men like 
Valentine and Piper get away 
with whatever they want in the 
ring and we cannot stop them. I 


could control 


do not think, at all, at all, I stress, 
that Flair genuinely dislikes the 
fans or meor any of our scientific 
wrestling brethren here in the 
Mid-Atlantic area. 

"But I think he has reached his 
boiling point. I think he is ready 


to explode. And even as his 
closest friend, I do not know 
how to help him,” said Steamboat. 

With that, Steamboat sighed 
heavily and left. He was alone. 
Just like Ric Flair, alone with his 
frustrated pain. [m] 
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WWF OFFICIALS 
MEET TO STRIP 
MOONDOGS 
OF TITLE 


BY BILL APTER 
Exclusive to The Enquirer 
NEW YORK, NY—A senior 
official within the WWF offices 
has suggested proceedings are 


underway to strip The Moondogs, 
Rex and King, of their WWF tag 
team title. 

“We just cannot allow these 
men to continue as champions,” 
said the source. ST 








obviously mentally deranged and 
unable to perform their duties as 
champions. We have had several 
psychiatrists examining the 
reports and their conclusions are 
unanimous. The Moondogs 
must go.” 
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Captain Lou Albano, manager 
of the Dogs, has vowed to fight 
any and all attempts to strip his 
men of their belts. 
vay anyone is gonna do 
er my dead body," 
vowed the Captain. 








HAND OUT: Moondog King holds Rick Marte! and looks for a tag from either Rex or manager Lou Albano during a six- 
man tag team match against Martel, Tony Garea, and Pat Patterson. There could be trouble ahead for The. Moondogs. 








Rivera Vows — 
‘Never 
Dirty Again’ 


BY GARY MORGENSTEIN 


LOS ANGELES, CA—Victor 
Rivera has seen the light. He 
knows what he did was wrong. He 
knows what he did in the past 
hurt a lot of people. And he 
swears never to do it again. 

“ГИ never be dirty again,” 
vowed Rivera. “My momma 


swung my head around. I'm real 
sorry for all the pain I cause. I 
never do it again.” 





ONE EXCEPTION: While Victor Rivera has vowed to 
wrestle cleanly from now on, John Tolos still brings out 
the worst in him. 








Mr. Wrestling Il 


Follows 
Andersons To 
Mid-Atlantic 


BY STU SAKS 


RICHMOND, VA—ls Mr. 
Wrestling II headed to the Mid- 
Atlantic area on a permanent 


basis? 


“Well, I don't know И it's 
permanent or not,” said П. “But 
I've got quite a bit of 
encouragement to try and clean 
things up in the Mid-Atlantic 
area. Those two Andersons are 
running crazy and I'm not about 
to let them get away with that.” 

Gene and Ole Anderson, long- 
time enemies of II, have formed a 
tag team in the Mid-Atlanticarea. 

"They have to understand that 
I follow evil wherever it goes," 
said П. “And as far as I'm 
concerned, Gene and Ole 
Anderson are evil incarnate." 





À 


TRAVELING MAN: Mr. Wrestling Ilis about to leave for a stay of 
undetermined length in the Mid-Atlantic. 








DiBiase Returns Against Freebirds 


BY PETER KING 
ATLANTA, GA—Ted DiBiase, 
severely injured in a piledriver 
attack by Terry Gordy of The 





Freebirds, returned to wrestling 
in a spectacular fashion before a 
SRO crowd at Atlanta's Omni. 
DiBiase teamed with good friend 
Junkyard Dog in opposing those 


same Freebirds who had injured 
him weeks ago. 

"It felt good to be back," 
DiBiase said after the match. “I 
promised I would return and 
cripple The Freebirds. Tonight I 
put a little hurt on them. Next 
time they'll all leave on stretchers.” 








Samoans Invade 
Louisiana 


BY STEVE FARHOOD 

NEW ORLEANS, LA—After 
a worldwide tour which earned 
them h ] and fear across the 
planet, Samoans, Afa and 
Sika have invaded Louisiana 
intent on winning the Mid-South 
tag team title. 

The former WWF tag team 
champions haven't changed. 
They are still as brutal, fierce, and 
insane as ever. And they threaten 
to turn the entire state of 
Louisiana upside down with their 
maniacal ferocity. 











SAMOAN SADISTS: Afa and Sika, The Samoans, have sent many a tag team down Bourbon Street singing the blues 


since tuming up in Louisiana. 














EVER FORGET 

time I met him 
I was eating dinner in a cute little 
Italian joint on West lOth Street 
Just as I bit into my pasta, I hear 
this commotion behind me. A lot 
of commotion Too much 
commotion for me. Last time I was 
at this joint, a guy's finger ended up 
in a Ceasar salad. So ої Matt, not 


THE first 





being one to look for trouble, 
started sliding down in his chair, 
grabbing a piece of bread with him 

But it wasn't real trouble. It was 
"The Animal" Steele 
requesting a table. Only problem 
was, Steele didn't want a table to sit 
at. He wanted to eat a table. Fact of 


George 


With tongue squeezed between his teeth, George Steele takes Ton: v Garea fora 





the matter is, Steele wanted to eat a 
table where a distinguished gray- 
haired couple sat. I whirled and 


saw Steele munching on a 
checkered tablecloth as this couple 
turned white. It took five waiters to 
get Steele out. 


I don't think there's 


anyone 


ride across the ring. Do we see a little of ourselves in the Animal? 





— 


rulebook. Others have tried. 
stranger than Steele. 
Uncle Mort the tailor, who 
swallows needles and hums 
"Moonlight Serenade" simulta- 
neously. Sfeele's even stranger 
than him. But why? 

I always wondered about how 
George Steele got thé way he did. 
Was there some horrible accident 
causing extensive brain damage? I 


Even my 









Referee Dick Kroll tries to convince George Steele to wrestle according to the 


dismiss that one since Steele has 


no other scars. Was it some 
dreadful psychological trauma? 
Maybe. 

Then I stopped wondering, 


quelled my journalistic curiosity, and 
accepted him as a full-fledged 
madman. And he is a full-fledged 
madman. Whatevers upstairs is 
totally and completely deranged. 









Stil, "The Animal" has appeal 
and I don't think it has anything to 
do with pity. More horror. People 
are so terrified of the man and his 
violent unpredictability that they 
simply don't know what to make of 


him. They aren't surprised by 
anything he does. 
But there is something 


substantial to Steele. Maybe it's 
like looking into a mirror of our 
own souls. Maybe we see part of 
ourselves in Steele. Maybe weseea 
life without reason. A life without 
control. A mind pushed beyond 
the very limits and into another 
dimension so alien to us, we cannot 
cope. 

So we scorn him. We call him 
names. We make fun. We try to 
hide behind our own purported 
superiority when, in fact, we are 
merely cowering behind our 
own fears. 

Perhaps we all know, deep 
down, what happens the moment 
we accept Steele. Maybe, myself 
included, the prospect terrifies us 
and drives us away. 

Maybe all of us, deep, deep 
within our gut, know that to accept 
Steele and refrain from scorn, we 
will be confrontinga dark chamber 
of our own souls. 

Just maybe. And then, who'sthe 
real Animal? О 
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BOB BACKLUND: 


THE SAVAGE BLOODLUST 
OF THE ALL-AMERICAN BOY 


PHOTOS BY BILL APTER & STU SAKS 


Bob Backlund has been in several cage matches during his three-vear reign as WWF champion. 
But he never requested one. Against Stan Hansen, he demanded the cage. 


Beneath the surface of every man lurks rage. Some are better 
able to control it than others. Some 90 an entire wrestling 
lifetime without ever succumbing to the beast within. For a 
while, it seemed Backlund would avoid seduction by the rage 
in his soul. No more 
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Hansen's attempt to get through the gate is thwarted at the last second as 
Backlund grabs his leg (above). Hansen scoops the champion up and slams him to 
the canvas (right). Backlund pounds away at the top of his challenger's 


head (below). 


OR THE FIRST time in his 

career, WWF champion Bob 
Backlund demanded а steel 
cage match 

"I want Stan Hansen in the 
cage," yelled Backlund, "I want 
him trapped by steel. I want him 
where he can't hide and can't run. I 
want his head." 

What transformed Backlund, a 
decent, law-abiding wrestler into 
this frenetic, obsessed madman 
bent on annihiliating Stan Hansen? 

"I think Bob's about had it with 
guys like Hansen," said Arnold 
Skoaland, Backlund's manager 
"He's fed up with people coming in 
and breaking every rule in the 
book thinking they can get away 
with that because Bob is 
too decent 

“Well, I've been watching Bob 
simmer and stew for a few months 
now. I think what started shoving 
Bob over the edge of his patience 
was Killer Khan. Bob thought 
Khan was taking advantage of his 
basic good nature and Bob started 
wondering why he should ever 
have to take anything from men 
like that 

"At first, when he came to me, 
he was berserk with anger. I 
calmed him down, but I never tried 


to talk him out of this steel cage 
match. I know how important it is 
to him. Boy, remember back to 


Bob's first steel 
against Graham?" 

Backlund's come a long way 
since that bloody steel cage match 


cage match 


against Superstar Billy Graham 
shortly after the youngster from 
Minnesota won the WWF title. 
More mature, more determined, 
Backlund wants nothing less thàn 
destroying Hansen. 

Mention the name of Stan 
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Backlund reaches way back to lend force to a sledgehammer right (above). 
Hansen seems to sense what is coming up from behind him. Just before walking 
through the gate, Backlund raises his arm i 
He knows the fallen Hansen cannot prevent defeat. 







Hansen to Bob Backlund and 
watch the metamorphosis begin. 
The champion's eyes narrow and 
brim with hate. His nostrils flare. 
His lower lips jut out, revealing 
white teeth clenched iri contempt. 

"He makes me sick,” said 
Backlund. “He has absolutely not 
one good thing about him. He 
doesn't deserve to wrestle, no, a 
man like that shouldn't be allowed 
to wrestle. This sport is too good, 
too fine, and means too much to 
people to allow someone like 
that around. 

"All these years, people have 
gunned for me because I’m the 
champion. Now it's my turn. Now 
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anticipation of his victory (below). 





I'm gonna go after people and stop 
them before they do any further 
damage. | don't care who it is, 
whether it be Hansen or Slaughter 
or whoever, from this moment on, 
Bob Backlund vows to stop those 
rulebreakers dead in their tracks." 

Unlike some wrestlers who 

think talking constitutes acting, 
Backlund backed up his words 
with action. The WWF champion 
displayed a savagery never seen 
before in his ring game. Even those 
closest to Backlund were stunned. 
"I've never seen him wrestle like 
that,” said Skoaland. “I just 
couldn't believe it.” 
From the start of the match, 
Backlund hungered for Hansen's 
blood. The champion seized 
Hansen and rammed his head 
into the cage. That was just 
the beginning. 
Backlund ran Hansen's head 
long the steel, drawing a river of 
blood. But the champion 
continued pummeling Hansen, 
determined to wreak as much pain 
as possible on the challenger. 

When the match was over, 
Backlund sat in the locker and 
discussed what had just happened 

“Proud of myself?” Backlund 
asked, toweling himself off. “Idon’t 
know if proud of myself is the right 
way to put it. This was something I 
had to do. I couldn't stand Hansen 
anymore. I can’t let these guys get 
away with this stuff anymore. 

“Someone has to do something. It 
isn’t enough for even me to stop 
them. All of us, me, Bruno, Andre, 
Patterson, Martel, Garea, the 
others, all of us gotta stop these 
rulebreakers or there won't be 
such a thing as professional 
wrestling left 

“And you can bet that I'll never 
let that happen. І never let men 
like that take control. They'd have 
to leave me for dead in a steel cage 
before I'll ever let animals like Stan 
Hansen win. 

"They wanted this war and now 
they've aot it. Let Hansen's blood 
serve as a warning to all who want 
to ruin wrestling. No тоге” O 
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WHAT THEY ARE SAVING 


(Continued from Page 29) 





















BRUNO SAMMARTINO 





"You know, I am doggone sick and tired of these guys 
comin' into the WWF and lookin' for trouble. Why can't they just 
come in here without their doggone big mouths shootin’ 

off and makin’ talk about things and people 

they don't even know.” 


CORY ATLAS EET a sad 





“I'm gonna get that Harley Race if it's the last thing I ever 
do. I know I'm real close to gettin’ his title. I know Fm 

just a match away from winnin' the NWA championship. I can 
feel it in my bones and I know I'm gonna do it real soon." 


ROBEY HEEN AN ME eT UN NC] T 





"Just a matter of time for Verne Gagne. He's so old you can 
hear his bones creak in the ring. He's so old he was a 
private in the Union Army. He's so old he knew George 
Washington. And he's too old and feeble to be AWA champion.” 


IVAN PUTSKI 





"| am very glad to be here in Texas. I love this area. The 
fans are very knowledgeable. They know the difference 

between right and wrong, even if some wrestlers down here 
don't. Well, I'll change that soon as I finish lacing up my shoes.” 0O 









Could The Anderson Brothers have the 


ANDERSON BROTHERS 


(Continued from Page 25) 


secret to the destruction of Jones and 


Superstar? They could be using Andre and Dusty as a test. Ole brings a right 
down on a fallen Rhodes (above left). Ole chokes the Giant with his foot (above 
right). Andre leans into a headlock on Ole (below). 


sighed deeply, and con- 
tinued. “This guy said he 
knew the secret weapon to 
once and for all destroy Paul 
Jones and Masked Super- 
star. But he said he'd only 
give it up for a price." 

The entire office edged 
closer to this woman. 

"He told the Andersons 
that, for $50,000, he would 
sell them the secret if they 
promised they'd never give it 
up and only they would use 
it. Gene asked the guy why 
them, why not someone else. 
The guy kinda tilted his head 
funny and said he had his 
reasons. 

"Right after that, they left 
the restaurant together. So I 
don't know what the secret is, 
only that Gene and Ole are 
now a tag team again and 
they must have this terrible 
Secret to use on Jones and 
Superstar." 

Just to 
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set up the 





background, Gene Anderson 


had been advising Ivan 
Koloff and Ray Stevens 
when they won the NWA title 
from Jones and Superstar. 
Before that, Anderson 
managed Jimmy Snuka and 
Stevens during their reign 
before they lost the title to, 
yes, Jones and Superstar. 
That Gene Anderson has 






vengeance racing around his 
gut is no surprise. 

"Jones and Superstar are 
louts and I'm gonna whip 
their faces into a million 
little pieces, me and Ole are," 
vowed Gene. "They cheated 
to beat Ray and Jimmy, then 
they cheated to beat Ivan and 
Ray. Well, they had their day 
in the sun. They're finished. 
And only me and Ole have 
the brains and skills and 
courage to take away those 
titles and once and for all 
destroy them." 

On the subject of a secret 
weapon, Anderson was 
vague, neither confirming 
nor denying it. 

"Oh yeah, we got the 
means, we got the tools to 
destroy them, don't worry 
none, know what we gotta do 
and how we're gonna do it 
and that's that," said Gene. 

Yet the question lingers: 
were the Andersons forced to 
reunite? 

In a. real sense, they 
weren't No one exerted 
undue pressure upon them to 
get back together. But in 
another sense, they were 
forced, banded together by 
common greed. 

Nothing motivates men 
like Gene and Ole Anderson 
more than the prospect of 
success. Visions of huge 
paydays spirited through 
their minds at the thought of 
winning the NWA tag team 
title. Once lured by a secret 
weapon which would make 
them invincible, the Ander- 
sons couldn't, say no. No 
matter what would happen 
subsequently, they were 
hooked, Greed drove them. 
Nothing can deter them. 

Except maybe Paul Jones 
and Masked Superstar. n 










































KING'S COURT 


(Continued from Page 6) 


announcer, the only man of 
authority present, decided to 
halt the match at this point. 
Afterwards, Funk needed 32 
stitches. As the doctor sewed 
him up, Funk said through 
gritted teeth, “Г! get Lawler 
next time. Whether it be in 


Terry sustains an injury in a previous 
bout against Lawler. The hatred 
between these two is intense. 
Tennessee, or Florida, or in 
Japan, Г! get him. And no more 
of this empty arena stuff. Next 
time, I want. a sold-out 
auditorium. Let there be 
thousands of witnesses to the 
end of Jerry Lawler." 


eke 


Just a reminder to pick up a 
copy of this month's Inside 
Wrestling, on sale June 23. 
There is a spectacular interview 
with Barry Windham you have 
to read. In it, Windham tells why 
you'll never hear his name 
again. We guarantee this 
"Hotseat" feature with Barry 
Windham is one you'l never 
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Dory Funk 


(Continued from Page 31) 


Windham challenges Funk to come toward him, but Dory is cautious. Funk's 









inability to defeat Windham has perplexed the former NWA champion. 


"It was my duty,” Brisco said at 
the time. 

Enraged, Funk started to go 
after Brisco. Before the two of 
them could engage in combat, 
Windham snared Funk in a 
cradle hold and pinned the 
champion. Windham became 
the Florida champion. 

And Funk's bizarre problem 
began. 

Although he usually wrestles 
in Texas, Funk does come into 
other areas, like Florida and 
Kansas City. In those territories, 
Funk has little difficulty with 
other foes. But put him against 
Barry Windham and . . . 

"Nothin', | can't whip the 
punk and it's drivin me up the 
wall," moaned Funk. "Why can't 
I defeat Barry Windham? I'd like 
to know the truth. I really would. 

Terry Funk, Dory's brother, 
offers a remarkably candid and 
intriguing reason for Dory's 
problems. 

“I think it's ain't so much that 
Dory can't whip Windham,” said 
Terry. "Lookit, anyone who 
knows the first thing "bout 
wrestlin' knows that Dory is 50 





times the man Windham will 
ever be. And Windham really 
ain't good, he's lucky. He won 
on a freak and only 'cause Brisco 
illegally distracted Dory from the 
fight at hand. 

"But Dory likes to think of 
himself as invincible. He don't 
like to think that anyone, no 
matter the situation, can whip 
him. He likes to think he could 
fight off a platoon of Marines 
with two tanks and an artillery 
gun aimed at his gut if he had to. 
And he probably could. 

"So that's why this eats at him. 
I think it has to do with his pride. 
Once Dory realizes and 
understands that there's just no 
way a fair-minded man like him 
can always whip those 
determined to cheat, like Brisco, 
he'll sail into the ring and 
obliterate Windham." 

But can Dory Funk Jr. ever 
come to that realization? Or has 
he become so obsessed with 
Barry Windham that regaining 
his fluid style is impossible when 
the foe is Windham? 

"Why can't I beat that punk?" 
asks Dory Funk Jr. О 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 


(Continued from Page 23) 


has courage in wrestling? 

HUMPERDINK: Well, my 
men, Masked Assassin #1 and 
Masked Assassin #3, the North 
American tag team champions, 
have a lotta guts. Already 
Rhodes has been calling. 
begging for them to help his 
career. Then you got Sgt. 
Jacques Goulet, a real tough 
cookie who never flinches in the 
squared circle. And I'm 


planning on handling Superfly, 
who I predict will be the greatest 
single force in wrestling within 
two months. Except me, of 
course. 

APTER: Do you find your 
enormous ego ever gets in the 
way of your managing? 
HUMPERDINK: What ego? 
To say I am the greatest, most 
brilliant manager who ever 
lived, who can out-think and 


ee M aee a 


“To say I am the greatest, most brilliant 
manager who ever lived, who 
can out-think and outsmart any man in the 


world, is merely a statement of fact.” 
——— M —Uza: 





Humperdink has that wild look in his 
eyes that can only mean he is about to 
sneak-attack another helpless wrestler. 
out-smart any man in the world, 
is merely a statement of fact. No 
one can compare with me when 
it comes to brilliance and 
courage. I am the undisputed 
master of Florida wrestling and 
very soon ГИ conquer all of 
professional wrestling. 
FARHOOD: If you did . 
HUMPERDINK: Not if, four- 
eyes. When. 

FARHOOD: When you 
conquer wrestling, what will 
you do? 

HUMPERDINK: First of all, 
I'll get rid of the dead weight like 
Barry Windham, Manny 
Fernandez, and Dusty Rhodes. 
ГИ make sure Bruno 
Sammartino never wrestles 
again. I was thinking of starting 
an old age home for feeble 
wrestlers like Verne Gagne and 
Sammartino. I'll set certain 
standards of conduct and those 
who fail to measure up, will 
be gone. 

SAKS: And when do 
expect thiseto happen? 
HUMPERDINK: Very soon, 
Mr. Saks. Sooner than you dare 
even think. And don't worry, ГИ 
take care of you press people as 
well. 


you 
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SUPERFLY RETURNS 

This is a real strange story. 
Superfly, a big masked man 
(maybe big is a kind word; try 
fat) recently terrorized Florida 
wrestling. His constant, 
sadistic usage of his boot was 
scrutinized by the Florida 
wrestling commission. After a 
thorough investigation, the 


commission decided the boot 


was loaded with some foreign 
object and Superfly was 
suspended. Well, due in large 
part to the intervention of 
manager Sir Oliver Humper- 
dink, Superfly is back. 


According to my «sources, 
Humperdink produced medical 
testimony supporting the 
contention that Superfly has a 
terrible disability and that's 
why his boot is a little strange. 
Well, I think Humperdink is a 
little strange and no one, 
absolutely no one, should buy 
his contention that Superfly is 
physically handicapped. 
Mentally, perhaps, but not 
physically. This is yet another 
deceitful ploy by Humperdink 
as he makes his way back to the 
top of the Florida rulebreaking 
community. 
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STILL CHAMPIONS! 


Mr. Fuji and Tenryu are still 
the Mid-Atlantic tag team 
champions. Some felt they'd 
surely flicker and darken after a 
very brief period. | never did 
l've seen these guys work out 
and wrestle. They're extremely 
shrewd. They're extremely 
ruthless. They still stop at 
nothing to achieve their 


MR. FUJI 


Objectives. Trained in the ] 
deadly Oriental arts, Mr. Fuji and 
Tenryu are as dangerous a tag 
team as exists in wrestling 
today. Even Dewey Robertson 
and George Wells, who were 
beaten for the title, are 
impressed by them. | think 
wrestling fans should attempt 
to understand this sinister pair 
for they're going to be around a 
long, long time o 
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RINGSIDE 


(Continued from Page 8) 


Kelly Kiniski, the son of former NWA champion Gene Kiniski, is showing great 
progress in this, his rookie vear. Young Kelly armlocks Afa the Samoan during a 


brutal bout in Shreveport, Louisiana. 


"Universal Heartthrob" Austin 
Idol is planning an invasion of the 
Mid-Atlantic region as is 
"Handsome" Jimmy Valiant . 
AWA tag team champions Jesse 
Ventura and Adrian Adonis have 
turned back the challenges of Jim 
Brunzell and Greg Gagne several 
times now. Gagne and Brunzell, 
who held the belts several years 
ago. say they won't quit trying to 
regain what they feel is right- 
fully theirs. 

The Samoans, Afa and Sike, are 
back and wilder than ever. After a 
tour of the Orient, the Samoan duo 
is tearing opponents apart in 
Louisiana . . . Kelly Kiniski, son of 
the former NWA champion, Gene 
Kiniski, is also wrestling in the 
Mid-South region . . . Plans are 
being finalized to bring Greg 
Valentine to the WWF under the 
management of The Grand 
Wizard. 


Jerry Lawler is headed to 
Florida to do battle with both 
Dory Funk Jr. and Terry Funk... 
Mr. Fuji and Tenryu continue to 
hold onto the Mid-Atlantic tag 
team belts . . . Bruiser Brodie has 
warned all Georgia wrestlers that 
he is after every major title in the 
area. "I will destroy any wrestler 
who is put before me!" he growls. 

Tommy Rich scoffs at the stories 
that The Fabulous Freebirds claim 
that he wants to be Freebird 
number four. “They said that I 
came crawlin' on my hands and 
knees begging to join their 
corporation! That's a hunk of 
bull!" exclaimed Tommy. 

"Not so!" Michael Hayes says. 
"Rich keeps begging us to take him 
in and make him one of us. But we 
won't. He's a loser—nothing else. 
He does not fit into our brother- 
hood. Leave us alone Tommy 
Rich! You are not a good enough 








Killer Brooks was a participant in a 
wild eightman tag team match in 
Dallas, Texas. 


wrestler to become a Freebird.” 

Jim Garvin is in special training 
for an upcoming title match with 
North American champion The 
Masked Grappler . .. It was a wild 
scene in Dallas, Texas, as the entire 
Von Erich crew wrestled Gary 
Hart and his team of Kabuki, 
Killer Brooks, and Chan Chung. 
When the dust cleared, it was the 
Von Erichs in charge and the rule- 
breakers fleeing to the safety of 
their dressing room. 

Dusty Rhodes has got title fever 
again. Now that he has grappled 
Harley Race for the NWA title in 
Miami for the first time in almost a 
year, Dusty is convinced that the 
title will be his the next time they 
meet. 

Hulk Hogan has a featured part 
in the upcoming movie Rocky Ш 

Edouard Carpentier is 
wrestling in Michigan . . . Terry 
Taylor is recovering quickly from 
injuries sustained in a minor auto 
accident . . . Manager J.J. Dillon is 
getting back into the wrestling 
action. He recently wrestled Spike 
Huber in St. Louis, Missouri. “I 
believe that" a good manager 
should get into the ring and wrestle 
so he can realize what his men are 
Boing through in there," Dillon said. 

That's all for now. See you next 
time! О 
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(800-223-5600). 
LIVE A Healthier Life. Distill your water Inexpen- 
sively. Free brochure, Mr. Kleen Water, 3604(V) 
NW 2nd Ave., Boca Raton, FI. 33431 
— rer E L e 
EDUCATION-INSTRUCTION-SCHOOLS 
TE 
HIGH School Diploma at home. Lowest tuition any- 
where. No payment until graduation. Nationally ac- 
credited, Fast, easy. 1-800-327-1976 (free), 9840 SW 
77 Ave.. Miami, Fl. 33156. m 
DOWSING instructions, $10.00. Ron Mulerspaugh, 
17121 Lake, Panama City, Fl. 3240) — — p 
HYPNOSIS career. Home study. Become profes- 
sional hypnotist. Earn $75,000.00 vear. Learn sel! 
hypnosis, develop fantastic powers. Earn degres 
Open office. Send $2.00. College Clinical Hypnosi 
Вох 3829(MM), Hbnolulu, Hi. 96812 
DEVASTATING bell defense! B 
Box 335(V), Branson, Mo. 65616 
MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 
CON GOV'T. tax free lciteries by mail. Write: Win- 
ning Ways, 1262 Don Mills Rd., Unit 11, Don Mills, 
Ont, Canada МЭВ IWT " — 5 — " — 7 
HUNDREDS weekly mailing circulars from home. 
Free details. Enoki, 520’2(MJ) So. Berendo, L.A., 
Са, 90020 DEE C RA OE 
$1,000.00 MONTHLY circulars!! Kashking, 
Box 485(A), Randolph, Ma. 02368 — — 2 
L suns! Become authorized dealer today! Free 
information. MESA, Drawer 9045(RA), Steamboat 
Spgs., Co. 80477 


WANTED TO BUY 


BUYING scrap tungsten carbide. Free details, 
Carbide. 3 Angler Dr., Tuckerton, N.J. 08087 

































(et $2.00. White, 














FREE socks! Information. 
Matewan, \ 


ECONOMIC d 


Nenni's Inc., Box 188, 







'edicfed for 1980's! Report, 
48004 

г family against rape, burglars, 

1S reports tells how! $5.00. J&B Ent, Box 
4 


$16.00. Hugh Lyons, Вох 04258, Detroit, Mi 


PROTECT у; 
crime, 














500% PROFIT 


500% Profit and more, if you invest 
wisely. Also 10 and more Free 
Flights to South Africa. To see and 
enjoy the land. Send $10. - for 
prospect by Airmail to: 

P.O. BOX 40334 
Johannesburg 2022, South Africa 


GET OUT OF DEBT! 


REE REPORT exposes little known Federal Law 
that STOPS creditors COLD. Avoid bill collectors, law 
suits, garnishments and bankruptcy. Clear your credit 
FREE MONEY AND CREDIT SECRETS. Get business 
capital, loans, grants. cash to use for a business. Learn 
how to borrow $15,000 with no Investigation. 

Send No Money—Write: HEADEN PUBLISHERS 

1619 Avocado Ave., Dept.19 , Melbourne, FI 32935 













Build big muscles «n just a few 
Gam up to % inch 


Increase strength. Gain 
weight. Turn fat into muscle 

For details, send 35 (guaran 

teed) to 

|Muscie Builders, Dept. 70006 
Box32307.Louisville.Ky. 40232 








| Support the 
March of Dimes 


DEFECTS 








POOR ENGLISH 


Holding You Back? 


NOW.— Speak, Write, and Read like a well educated person 
—on the job and socially— even if you never finished high 
school! 

















The Proven Made-Simple Set | anne THE 

Teaching Маме heips stop ose | ENGE 
aising mistakes in Engish— NGLISH 
rr i-r] SELF TEACHER | 

peo моны Го Pacal Seon 


р " " 
trono" x^ | "SPELLING-WIZARD 
Spell any word perfectly! 293 of 
the most frequently. misspelled 
words emphasizing” the. trouble 
Spots to avoid. Plus new FUN-TO. 
BO Method locks simple spelling 
tricks” In your memory instantly! 


YOU are seen as awkward and 
intelligent. If your English is poor your boss can't 
know how smart you really are, so advancement 
becomes more difficult. Even your sweetheart or closest 
friends may never fully realize how bright & interesting 
Now you can easily end these frustrating setbacks. In 
Only weeks, this amazing self-teaching method will 
greatly improve your grammar, punctuation, vocabulary, 
and pronunciation!" Youe will read faster with better 
understanding. You will speak and write clearly and will 
be listened lo, understood, and respected. You will gain 
self-confidence! 
Clearly presented simple lips. No boring study. Helps 
Civil service, school, military and job tests. Send 
$7.95 plus 606 for shipping. Return book within 30 days 
for relund if not satisfied, 


VALCO Publishing» Dept. E-15 Box 2012 
New Rochelle,NY 10802 


PHOTO ID 


IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 
AU STATES & provinces 
-FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE - 





or write. You pro- 
bably have very 
worthwhile 










































замо Service + Monsyback Overentes 
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PHOTO ID 


SLIM INCHES AWAY IN 
THE AMAZING NEW 


вору TAPER-TRIM SHIRT 


Puts power in your sex ар. 
Deal as it reshapes you to 
more manly "tapered" pro. 
portions! 


4 
SMOOTHES TORSO 
BUILDS CHEST 
STRAIGHTENS BACK 
SLIMS ABDOMEN 
CINCHES WAIST 
* FLATTENS BULGES 
Extra-light, extra-com 
fortable long line under 
shirt puts power net LYCRA 
SPANDEX & NYLON to work 
providing firm, smooth con 
trol from chest to lower 
abdomen. Smoothes out 
bulges and trims you with 
unprecedented built-in slim. 
ming-power. Worn as an un 
dershirt, it works to keep you 
in shape. Completely machine 
washable 


INSTANTLY HOLDS 
STOMACH IN! 





А. S. SALES, SUITE 5313 
5311 Yucca St., Hollywood, Calif. 90028 
My chest is inches. (Exhale & measure chest.) 
SIZES: Г] S (34-36), Г) Med. (38-40). Г) Lg, (42-44). 
Lj XL (46-48), Г) 2x (50-52) Add $1.00Tor postage & 
handling. 6% sales tax. For COD send $3.00 deposit 


Allow 2 to 6 wks for delivery, Worn, soiled or damaged 
items are non-returnable 


Name 
Address 
City 














| 


BEN STRONG 


We have a limited number of BEN STRONG 
WRESTLING back issues available. Due to the 
popular demand for these very special maga- 
zines, we must fill orders on a first come, first 
served basis 





NOV/73 





JUNE/75 


AVOID 
DISAPPOINTMENT 
ORDER TODAY! 


BEN STRONG 


П Spec. JAN/73 O JULY/74 
] APRIL/73 | 


SUM/75 





Ẹ DEC/74 

AUG/73 О JUNE/75 
О NOV/73 С SUM/75 
О JAN/74 


T.v. SPORTS, inc. ONLY 
Box 48 $2 


Rockville Centre, 
N.Y. 11571 


SPECIAL BONUS. OFFER 
Any 10 Magazines Only $15 
Any 20 Magazines Only $25 


Please send me the back issues I've 
checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Print 
your name and address clearly. 
Number of Magazines Ordered 
Amount Enclosed $ 





PRICES EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 1981 


Name 

Address 

City 

Sep Ree 2 Zip 
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DRESSING ROOM CONFIDENTIAL 


(Continued from Page 10) 


to give his title to the signed 
challenger. 

Now, let's imagine the same 
situation—reversed. Funk ‘is the 
champion, and for some reason he 
is unable to defend. Does the NWA 
turn around and give the belt to 
Barry Windham? 

I think 1 know the answer, but 
let's throw it out to our 
anonymous, yet highly ranking, 
NWA official. “I can't see anyone 
telling Dory Funk Jr. that they 
were taking away his title." 

It's extremely discomforting to 
know that the NWA will lean over 





backwards for the same men that 
make a mockery of this sport's 
rules, and at the same time it 
discriminates against young 
scientific wrestlers, who provide 
the only hope for the sport's future. 


føk 


ОМТ COUNT 
Brower out! 

It's almost a pleasure to see 
Bulldog Brower back wrestling in 
Madison Square Garden, the 
building this man packed with fans 
on several occasions with his 
unique brand of wrestling mayhem. 


Bulldog 


oe 


Dory Funk has always had a great deal of trouble with the youthful Windham. 


He didn’t beat Barry, but he still got his belt. 





THE 
ORIGINAL 


BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED 


WRESTLING 
NEWS 


ONLY 55 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED-WRESTLING NEWS listed for 
sale in this ad were edited and published by 
Stanley Weston, who founded the magazine in 
1958 and sold his interests in 1964. Each issue 
contains an exciting wrestling section. cram. 
packed with thrilling photos and award 
Winning stories. No wrestling fan can call his 
magazine collection complete without these 
back issue treasures. Remember, these back 
issues have not been available to the public for 
over 15 years, although many have been sold 
by private collectors foras much as $75 a copy 
Naturally, the supply is limited, so order today 
and avoid disappointment. 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS CAN BE MADE 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING NEWS 


Feb. 1959 Dec. 1962 
Mar. 1959 2 Jan. 1963 
April 1959 Г Feb. 1963 
May 1959 ] June 1963 
June 1959 July 1963 
Aug. 1959 O Sept. 1963 
Sept. 1959 O Oct. 1963 
July 1961 ] Nov. 1963 
Mar. 1962 Jan. 1964 
April 1962 Feb. 1964 
July 1962 Mar. 1964 
О Aug. 1962 May 1964 
O Nov. 1962 (July 1964 


SEND TO: 

T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 





06900090000 


Please rush me the issues of BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED/WRESTLING NEWS | 
have checked. I am enclosing $5.00 for 
each copy. 


Name 
Mid ER 
City — State р 








ON 
ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued from Page-12) 


"Look," he said, his voice 
suddenly deeper and more 
serious, "God plays favorites. | 
could look at my being a midget 
as His little insult. But | don't. I 
was born with tremendous 
strength and quickness. Not 
everyone has natural athletic 
ability. If I were 510” and justan 
average guy, do you think I 
would've come as far as I have?” 

I had to ask the next question. I 
didn't want to, but I had to. I had 
to know. 

"Tell me the truth, Sky," I said. 
“If you could start it all over 
again, would you rather have 








Sky Low Low is momentarily distracted by the taunts of the crowds as he locks 
up Farmer Jerome. Some fans are insensitive to the feelings of midget 
wrestlers, though Sky is grateful for the respect he receives from his peers. 


been born six feet tall?” 

Tears filled his sensitive eyes 
He tried to hide them, but he 
knew I had noticed. He raised his 
beer mug to his mouth, took a 
long swallow, and spoke softly. 

"Here I am sitting on a bar 
Stool, facing you, and my eyes 
are level with your belly- 
button," he began. “You think | 
like that? l've taken a lot of abuse 
over the years from guys | 
wanted to cold-cock. And as big 
as they were, | know I could've 
laid them out, too. But | stayed 
back and took it. Being who was 
I had to. 


"Guys would come up to me 
and start petting me and asking 
me if they could take me home 
as their pet, stuff like that. I'll 
never forget one time, it was 
after a bout in Chicago. | was 
with Fuzzy Cupid, and we were 
midget tag team partners at the 
time. We went to rent a car, and 
the attendant tells us to wait a 
few minutes. Then he comes 
back with one of those toy 
Matchbox cars and tells us to 
hop in and take a test drive. He 
was laughing all over himself. 
Fuzzy and I just looked at each 
other and walked out. 

"But for all the insults, I can 
honestly say one thing. I have 
never felt uncomfortable in the 
arena, with the other wrestlers 
and the fans. Andre the Giant, 
Edouard Carpentier, these guys 
have been my best friends for a 
long time. And the fans have 
been marvelous. Sometimes | 
think I'm coming back just for 
them. They appreciate me for 
what | am, a hard-working 
athlete and a champion. I've 
never had any trouble from any 
of them.” 

Sky took another swallow of 
his beer and then we were both 
quiet for ‘a while. He was 
thinking. Thinking about his 
past. And his future. And I was 
thinking about how much better 
off we are with a man like Sky 
Low Low in our world. о 
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SPECIAL OFFER TO OUR CUSTOMERS 
VERY RARE BACK ISSUES TO COMPLETE 
YOUR COLLECTIONS-$5 per copy 


INSIDE WRESTLING 
О October 1971 О March 1973 
D February 1972 О April 1973 
О March 1972 О May 1973 
О July 1972 July 1973 
О September 1972 September 1973 
D November 1972 December 1973 
О January 1973 


THE WRESTLER 

О April 1969 D June 1973 

D January 1972 December 1973 
О April 1972 D January 1974 

О June 1972 О February 1974 
О August 1972 О October 1974 
О April 1973 О March 1975 
О May 1973 О April 1976 


SPORTS REVIEW SPECIAL ISSUES 


О Big Book 1968 
О Big Book 1969 
О Annual 1972 #2 
О Annual 1973 #6 
О Annual 1974 #7 


D Annual Spring 1977 
О October 1977 


| For fastest delivery payment should be made by money order. Allow an additional 2 weeks 
| for delivery when payment is made by personal check. While we will accept cash payments 


it must be understood thot we ore not responsible for cash sent through the mail. Do not 
send coins! 


SPECIAL BACK ISSUE ORDER FORM 


T.V. SPORTS, INC. 
BOX 48 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 $5 per copy 


"Please send me the rare back issues I have checked. I am enclosing $5.00 for EACH 


copy | am ordering, which includes all shipping and postage charges. 


NAME E —— € 2 - к 





ADDRESS = 





cn — STATES 
BE SURE TO LIST SUBSTITUTE CHOICES 





In case you are sold out of the issues I have checked, I will accept any of the following 
rare back issues os substitutes. 


Substitute #1 Substitute #3. 





Substitute #2 Substitute #4. 
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PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 










WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 





1 6 
BOB BACKLUND (Champion) SGT.SLAUGHTER 






2 T 
KING KONG MOSCA PAT PATTERSON 






3 8 
MAGNIFICENT MURACO GEORGE STEELE 












4 9 
STAN HANSEN RICK MARTEL 

-— Pei 5 10 
KING KONG MOSCA PEDRO MORALES KILLER KHAN 





NATIONAL 
WRESTLING ALLIANCE 


1 6 
HARLEY RACE (Champion) DUSTY RHODES 














RODDY PIPER SGT. JACQUES GOULET 

TONY ATLAS SWEET BROWN SUGAR 

TED DiBIASE RIC FLAIR 

IVAN KOLOFF TERRY FUNK 
AMERICAN WRESTLING 

ASSOCIATION 
N VERNE GAGNE (Champion) CRUSHER 
CRUSHER BLACKWELL DINO BRAVO 
NICK BOCKWINKEL TITO SANTANA 

JOHN STUDD JIM BRUNZELL 





5 10 
CRUSHER BLACKWELL BARON VON RASCHKE GREG GAGNE 











TAG TEAMS 


1 6 
PAUL JONES & MASKED SUPERSTAR MASKED GRAPPLER & 
SUPER DESTROYER 


2 
THE MOONDOGS 7 
3 MR. FUJI & TENRYU 
JESSE VENTURA & ADRIAN ADONIS 8 
4 KEVIN & DAVID VON ERICH 
THE FABULOUS FREEBIRDS 9 
5 THE SAMOANS 
THE ASSASSINS 10 
MASSA FUCHI & MR. ONIETA 





MOST POPULAR 





ANDRE THE GIANT WAHOO McDANIEL 
DUSTY RHODES BARON VON RASCHKE 
BRUNO SAMMARTINO RIC FLAIR 
MIL MASCARAS TONY "ATLAS Ч 
BOB BACKLUND TED DIBIASE т 


ANDRE THE GIANT 





MOST HATED 


1 6 
IVAN KOLOFF HARLEY RACE 


2 7 
SGT. SLAUGHTER MAGNIFICENT MURACO 


3 8 
SUPER DESTROYER KEN PATERA 





4 9 
CRUSHER BLACKWELL GINO HERNANDEZ 


5 10 vei 
KING KONG MOSCA BRUISER BRODIE IVAN KOLO 


№ 


FF 





